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Introduction. Esports is the fastest growing sport discipline in the world. The beginning of its history is 

considered to be 1997 when Cyberathlete Professional League was created, which in those years held 

tournaments on Quake. And, while top-tier e-sportsmen’s fees are far less than the champions’ fees in 

traditional sports, 30 years after CPL was founded, Esports has grown into a billion-dollar dynamic market 

and tens of millions of tournament funds.Esports is recognized as a sport in the PRC, South Korea, USA, 

France, Germany, India, Denmark, Sweden and other countries. In China and Sweden, Esports lessons are 

introduced into the school curriculum. 

The goal is to explore the development of Esports in the world and in Ukraine. 

Methods: analysis and synthesis, generalization and systematization, surveys. 

Results and Discussion. An Esports game is one where you can’t buy an advantage. An important 

sporting component: everyone is always on equal footing, where, first and foremost, skill wins. Such games 

are already quite a lot. Of all the major disciplines that can be called Esports are: Dota, League of Legends 

and Counter-Strike. In Ukraine, Esports is in its infancy. Over the past few years, there have been just a few 

big gaming events, and the entire market can be estimated at just a few million hryvnias a year. At the same 

time, about 30 Ukrainians are professional cyberathlete who participate in world tournaments, and their fees 

are tens of thousands of dollars a month. Winning the tournament can easily bring the team a multi-million 

dollar win, thus making the winning team members a millionaire/ 

In the late 1990s, computer clubs operated in every city in Ukraine, bringing together players of all ages. 

The first multi-player games were Doom 2 and Quake. The early 2000s saw a real revolution in computer 

games − the Counter-Strike game. Particularly fast-paced PC gaming has evolved in the capital. The first 

Esports competition was held in Stanford University in the early 1970s. The game was called “Intergalactic 

Space Wars”, and the gameplay most resembled an arcade shooter. Over the years, they started hosting 

gaming tournaments − Tetris, Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, etc. Initially, first international championship in Kiev − 

World Cyber-Games 2001 − was organized by Samsung. Ukrainian gamers have been able to escape from 

the confines of computer clubs and demonstrate their excitement and skill to the world.In Ukraine, teams of 

experienced gamers who participated in international tournaments began to form. In 2011, Ukrainian Esports 

proved viable when the Ukrainian team won at The International with a $ 1.6 million prize pool.A huge 

contribution to the development of eSports in the CIS was made by a Ukrainian project called StarLadder. 

StarLadder is an eSports multipurpose playground founded in February 2012. Tournament disciplines are 

Counter-Strike: Global Offensive, Point Blank, Dota 2, League of Legends, World of Tanks. Tournaments in 

this league are held today. 

Conclusions. Today’s Ukrainian Esports is a competition at home and abroad. Millions of prize money, 

close-knit teams, serious training and full stadiums of fans. Private companies are financing Esports. 
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