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The development of professional tennis 

- XVIII centuries. 
The article explores the prerequisites for 
the emergence of tennis, the way of its 
formation as a professional sport in Europe 
in the   V  centuries. 
Characteristics of key reforms, among 
which the adoption of the jeu-de-paume by 
the royal courts, are given. Systematization 
of factors of influence on the development 
of games, which were the predecessors of 
tennis, was carried out. The formation of 
infrastructure and economic indicators of 
the activities of the first professional 
leagues, associations of masters of the jeu-
de-paume has been studied. The 
commercial orientation of the medieval 
jeu-de-paume has been defined, which 
subsequently transformed into tennis - a 
popular game and a professional sport. 
Tennis is one of the most popular sports 
that has developed infrastructure, stable 
financial base, commercial interest both on 
the part of mass media and large industrial 
companies, and the prize pools of 
tournaments and the earnings of tennis 
players far exceed the income of 
representatives of other sports. 
Professionalization and commercialization 
embraced almost all sports, but most of the 
traditional sports do not have such a 
colossal experience in the development of 
the sports industry like tennis. The purpose 
of the research: to analyze the historical 
preconditions for the formation of 
professional tennis, as well as the features 
and directions of its development in 
European countries XIII - XVIII century. 
The following methods were used in the 
work: analysis and generalization of 
historical data, historical analogy  and 
comparison. In the Middle Ages, tennis has 
become a popular sport, which led to the 
development of appropriate infrastructures 
and the emergence of a large number of 
professional players in the "jeu-de-paume 
", "real tennis"; formation of the account, 
rules and material and technical base of the 
sport; the formation of methodological 
bases for the training of tennis players and 
the spread of the game throughout Europe. 
The professionalization of tennis in Europe 
during the Renaissance is determined by 
the economic, political and social life of 
society. 

 

 

XIII - XVIII  

 

- -

- -

- -

 

 

- 

- -
-

-

-

 
 

- - -
 

 
jeu-de-paume, real tennis, court, tennis 
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